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Memoir of Thomas Addis and Robert Emmet, with their An- 
cestors and Immediate Family. By Thomas Addis Emmet. New 
York, The Emmet Press, 1915. — Two volumes ; xlvi, 589 pp.; xv, 
644 pp. 

Judged by actual results achieved in Ireland during the lifetime of 
Thomas Addis and Robert Emmet — whose biographies Dr. T. A. Emmet 
has written on a profusely generous scale — the fame, enduring and 
world-wide in its reach, that has accrued to the Emmets seems at first 
contemplation difficult to understand. It is difficult at first sight to 
find a basis for it, because the rebellion of 1798 and the still more 
hopeless rising of 1803 were complete and sombre failures from the 
point of view of the advancement of the nationalist movement from the 
American Revolution to the end of the reign of George III. Thomas 
Addis Emmet was concerned in the rebellion of 1798, and for him a 
life in exile in the United States was the result. Robert Emmet, at the 
age of twenty-five, sacrificed his life to the equally abortive rising in 
Dublin that came three years after the union. The explanation of the 
fame of the Emmets, especially that of Robert Emmet, would seem to 
lie largely in the inspiration to the nationalists — to three generations of 
Irishmen and Irishwomen in Ireland and elsewhere — that flowed from 
the services and sacrifices of the Emmets in 1798 and 1803. 

In the history of the movement for Irish constitutional and political 
freedom that went on from the successful agitation for the repeal of 
Poynings's law — the medieval enactment that crippled the Irish Parlia- 
ment from 1495 to 1782 — to the triumph of the home-rule movement 
at the end of the parliamentary session of 19 14, no names stand out 
more radiantly than those of Thomas Addis and Robert Emmet. Grat- 
tan, O'Connell, Butt, Parnell and Redmond, all achieved in concrete 
results much more than the Emmets ; but part of the achievement of 
each of these nationalist leaders, except Grattan, was due to the inspira- 
tion diffused among Irish people the world over by the sacrifices made 
by the Emmets. When it is recalled that the Emmets were not of the 
religious faith generally professed by the Irish, that the Emmet family 
in the eighteenth century was of the garrison oi English ancestry, and 
that Dr. Emmet, the father of Thomas Addis and Robert, was long a 
state or court physician in Dublin and thus of the Irish governing class, 
and of an official and social position that might have ensured many ad- 
vantages to his sons in their professional careers, the sacrifices made by 
the Emmets in the risings of 1798 and 1803 would seem to be almost 
without precedent in Irish political history. 
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The Emmets were of a type not common in nationalist politics until 
Parnell organized the Irish party in Ireland and in Westminster in the 
years that immediately followed the extension of the parliamentary fran- 
chises in 1 884-1 885. They were men of high character ; enthusiasts, 
courageous, and utterly devoid of self-seeking. In political agitation in 
England and Scotland their prototypes are to be found in Fyshe Palmer 
and Thomas Muir. But there was no romance associated with either of 
these eighteenth-century martyrs in the cause of parliamentary reform — 
nothing approximating to the Sarah Curran episode in the life of Robert 
Emmet. Moreover, the Emmets, as regards their fame, have had an 
advantage over Muir and Palmer in that their sacrifices were in the 
cause of a race that is proverbial for its long memories whether of good 
or of evil deeds. 

Dr. Emmet's biographies are unusually full and detailed. They were 
a task on which he was engaged in field research and active preparation 
for fifty years. Personal equation, due to politics and family, is the 
dominating characteristic of the work ; but with Ireland in sight at last 
of a parliament of her own again, a new interest attaches to the one 
hundred and thirty-four years' struggle for nationalism ; and there is 
much in Dr. Emmet's pages, especially in the documentary data which 
is voluminously reproduced, that is helpful to the understanding of the 
spirit of nationalism as it was developed between the time of Grattan's 
parliament and the end of the Napoleonic wars. 

Edward Porritt. 

Hartford, Conn. 



